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CostA Rican EvanGELICALS POISED
For MissioN ADVANCE

B In 1989, 20 national and regional consultations have been
held around the world focusing in on what can be done in
world evangelization by the year 2000 and beyond. Luis Bush
gives his first-hand experience of Alcance 2000 held in Costa

Rica.

By Luis Bush

Costa Rican evangelicals drew up strate-
gic plans to develop the growing mis-
sions momentum in this tiny Central
American nation at ”Alcance 20007 (Cut-
reach 2000), a missions congress held in
San Jose, Costa Rica, in August 1989.

Freedom And Stability

Costa Rican missionary effort has
benefited from the country's peaceful
democracy and one of the most stable
economies in Latin America. Dr. Oscar
Arias, President of Costa Rica, recently
received the Nobel Peace Prize for his
efforts for peace in an otherwise turbu-
lent Central America. As agents of
peace and freedom, Costa Ricans are
welcome in most places. With no stand-
ing army, the nation maintains a neutral
posture in an otherwise turbulent re-
gion. Thus ambassadors for Christ from
Costa Rica not only present no threat,
but are usually well-received in other
parts of the world.

Fullness Of Blessing

The growth of the evangelical
church in Costa Rica is another reason
for its missionary initiative. As a result
of the fullness of God's blessing in the
evangelical church in Costa Rica, many
talk of the unusual work of God in the
nation in recent years.

For some from the Catholic tradition
or others who maintain a secular hu-

manist perspective, the growth of the:

evangelical church constitutes a cause
for alarm. The press has featured the
church in recent reports. For example,
on July 25, 1989, the weekly magazine,
Rumbo, used a tambourine, a typical in-
strument of worship in evangelical
churches, on the front cover, touting the

title of the lead article, “Protestant
Sects: Invasion of the Panderetas (Tam-
bourines).” Other cover blurbs read:

e “One-half Million Faithful,” and

¢"Control of Thousands of Church
Buildings, Schools, Programs,
and Juicy Resources.”

The article reports that the Protes-
tant community in Costa Rica exceeds
one-half million or 18 percent out of a
total population of 2.8 million people.
This compares to one percent in 1949
and 10 percent in 1980, according to CE-
CODERS, a Catholic center in Costa
Rica. The writer of the article observed,
"On Sunday mornings, it is normal to
see groups of men, women, and chil-
dren with Bibles under their arms going
to church or house to house.” This arti-
cle was preceded by a six-page article in
the previous week's edition of Rumbo
on the same subject, as well as a major
newspaper article in the July 19 daily
Prensa under the heading "Democracy
and Message Augments Protestantism.”

While non-evangelicals may be un-
easy about the rapid growth of the ev-
angelical church, Costa Rican Christians
rejoice in what God is doing. But they
also recognized the danger of compla-
cency and prayerlessness. Thus the first
day of Alcance 2000 was dedicated to
seeking God for a national movement
of united prayer for spiritual awaken-
ing and. a new missions thrust. Re-
minding themselves of the history, prin-
ciples, and models of great prayer
movements of the past, participants met
by geographic regions to strategize and
to pray for a united movement of
prayer in their region, for a renewed vi-
sion of Christ, for restored unity and re-
solve, and an expanded ministry to the

unreached by the year 2000.

Fulfillment Of Plans

The Alcance 2000 conference in Cos-
ta Rica is part of a process that draws
from the spirit of two previous move-
ments. The first is COMIBAM (Cooper-
ation in Missions in Ibero-America—an
outgrowth of the COMIBAM conference
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 1987) a co-sponsor
of the Alcance 2000 event. Alcance 2000
also unites with the spirit and convic-
tion of the AD 2000 movement, born out
of the Global Consultation on World Ev-
angelization by the Year 2000 and Be-
yond (GCOWE) held in January 1989 in
Singapore. The Great Commission
Manifesto, one of the results from the
GCOWE Consultation, which commits
Christians to the goal of world evangeli-
zation by the year 2000 and beyond,
was prominent in the front pages of the
congress document, Alcance 2000.

The declaration of Alcance 2000 in
Costa Rica affirmed the commitment to
consider the year 2000 as a strategic
date for the evangelization of Costa Rica
and the world. In the first section of the
document, entitled "Our 2000 Agenda,”
pastors and denominational leaders
committed themselves to the goal of
sending between 200 and 500 missionar-
ies to start a church-planting movement
among 30 to 50 unreached people
groups by the year 2000. The partici-
pants considered this the Costa Rican
church's proportional part of the chal-
lenge of reaching the 12,000 remaining
unreached people groups in the world.
This goal was based on the percentage
of evangelicals in Costa Rica in relation
to the total number of evangelicals in
Latin America and the world.
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12 Costa Rican Evangelicals Poised for Mission Advance

Short-term Efforts

The Costa Rican church has already
begun to work towards this goal. Mis-
sions efforts from Costa Rica have in-
creased dramatically in the last five
years. Since 1985, when the first mis-
sionary conference in Costa Rica was
held and the first interdenominational
mission agency was established, church-
es have sent over 60 short-termers to the
city of Medellin in Columbia

pastors and church leaders. They also
planted a growing church of more than
40 members in a short period of time.
Another major initiative by the Costa
Rican church is to care for Nicaraguan
refugees in Costa Rica, and also to en-
courage the church in Nicaragua. Costa
Rican missionaries have been working
in evangelism and discipleship and will
be assisting in the organization of the

this conference will be shared with the
other organizers, and there will be a
cross-fertilization of ideas.

In other regions of the world, plans
for national and regional AD 2000 con-
sultations are already underway: in
West Asia, with the representation of 11
countries in the Middle East; in Africa,
with Zaire, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Le-
one, and other countries. Among the
Chinese, a network of 6,000

and to Mexico City as part of
the “Christ for the City” pro-
gram. Another 40 have trav-
eled to the Amazonian prov-
inces of Peru to establish a

missionary and evangelist
training school, and for
church planting.

The church in Costa Rica may also be
setting a model for targeting a number
of unreached people
proportion to their percentage of the
total evangelical population.

groups

outside of mainland China
will be having their GCOWE
in North America and an in-
. ternational conference in the
in next two years. Other consul-
tations will be held in the
South Pacific in December
1989; in South Asia, Southeast

The Amazonian Mission
of Costa Rica was organized
in 1985, and the target of this particular
mission is the 1,000 kilometer square,
inhospitable Amazonian jungle area, in-
cluding the four provinces of Peru Lore-
to, Ucayale, San Martin, and Amazonas.

A training school has been established
in Iquitos, which today trains 112 local
evangelists in a six-month program.

- The three launches of the Costa Ri-
can Amazonian Mission carry evangel-
ists to share the Gospel with nineteen
tribes who live along the banks of vari-
ous rivers. Nineteen churches have
been established among the tribes, par-
ticularly the Urarians, Chipivas, and Co-
qamillas.

Juan Javier, an Indian from the area,
received Christ. Not knowing how to
read or write, he memorized John 3:16,
and has established a small church in
his village using only that one verse.
Although the location is only accessible
by a one-and-a-half hour flight from
Lima, 40 short-termers have gone to
serve from Costa Rica in a mission fi-
nanced entirely by Costa Ricans.

But missions leaders in Costa Rica
believe the major emphasis should be to
send missionaries to long-term missions
assignments which they believe will
bear more fruit in completing the unfin-
ished task.

Long-term Efforts

A Spanish-speaking team was sent
to Spain two years ago, including a gift-
ed denominational leader and a musi-
cian. They founded the Spanish Insti-
tute for Evangelism in Depth to train

first Nicaraguan missionary conference
of Alcance 2000 in December of this
year.

Dr. Julio Becas, an orthodontist, has
been sent to an unreached people group
among the Muslims in North Africa.
Another medical missionary is studying
Arabic in preparation to working with
Muslims in North Africa.

A training school in the jungle in
Costa Rica, led by Peter Jones, a Costa
Rican missionary, provides preparation
for long-term missions work to minister
to animistic tribal groups.

A Small Country Sets The Pace For
Other AD 2090 Initiatives

It was in July 1985 that the first mis-
sionary conference in Costa Rica was
held, in which 44 denominational and
Christian organizations participated.
The consultations in 1985 became a
model and a prototype for other consul-
tations throughout Latin America and
the Iberian section of Europe. This was
the first of a series of 30 other national
consultations which were part of the
COMIBAM process leading up to the
conference in November 1987.

In the same way, the Alcance 2000
consultation seems likely to become a
prototype for other initiatives through-
out Latin America, as plans are now un-
derway for similar congresses in Chile
in October 1989; in Argentina in No-
vember 1989 for the six countries of the
Southern Cone; in Paraguay, Uruguay,
Nicaragua, Colombia for the Andean
countries; and Puerto Rico for the Car-
ibbean countries. The materials from
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Asia, and Europe, including
Belgium, Italy, and France.

National network leaders representing
affinity groups in their countries of the
AD 2000 movement will be asked to
participate in the GCOWE II conference
planned for July 1-15, 1994, and for an
evaluation of the progress of world ev-
angelization, particularly in terms of the

adoption and initial penetration of the

12,000 unreached people groups as well

as their efforts within their own coun- :y

tries and the cities of the world.

The church in Costa Rica may also

be setting a model for targeting a num-
ber of unreached people groups in pro-
portion to their percentage of the total
evangelical population.

A Modern Day Jonah

But while God is using cooperative
efforts and strategic planning in this ac-
celerating program of world evangeliza-
tion, the Costa Rican conference also
highlighted the importance of individu-

al obedience.

At the first missionary conference
held in Costa Rica in 1985, Rafael Balto-
dano was over 65 years old. As one of
the leaders of the “Evangelism in
Depth” program, he had served effec-
tively to encourage the mobilization of
the church for evangelism in many
As a re-
spected leader in Costa Rica, he was one |

countries in Latin America.

of the speakers at the first missions con-
sultation. Out of that meeting came the
proposal to establish the first Costa Ri-
can interdenominational mission agen-
cy.

By the second day of the constitu-
tion, Rafael began feeling ill. He recog-
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nized that the momentum of the consul-
tation was growing and a definite inter-
est in supporting the establishment of
this mission agency was escalating. But
his physical weakness reinforced his
conviction that he had done his share in
the work of the Lord.

He decided to slip quietly out of the
conference before he was asked to do
anything. He went to his room and col-
lected his belongings. With his bags in
the car, he turned on the ignition—but
nothing happened. He asked several
people standing nearby to give him a
push, but to no avail.

Rafael had no other choice but to go
back to his room, unpack his things and
return to the conference. Sure enough,
when it came time to choose a commit-
tee to lead in the finalizing of plans that
lead to the formation of the new mission
agency, his was the first name suggest-

Luis Bush

ed. Rather sheepishly he lifted his hand
and agreed, “I'm available; I'm ready.”

When the conference was over, he
got in his car to leave. This time when
he turned the ignition, the car started
immediately. Rafael later told his
friends that, like Jonah, he was thankful
to be called a second time.

So today at almost 72 years of age,
Rafael Baltodano continues to actively
serve the Lord and to encourage the
missionary thrust out of his country.

God is using many like Rafael in
Costa Rica to move the growing evan-
gelical church forward in its role in
world evangelization. Alcance 2000 is a
positive commitment to the race to com-
plete the goal by the year 2000 and a
celebration of its ultimate victor, Jesus
Christ, whether we make the goal or
not! B

i3

Luis Bush is the international president of
Partners, International, formerly known as
CNEC, based in San Jose, California. While
overseeing partnerships with more than 70
strategic national ministries in 50 coun-
tries, he continues to act as a catalyst in the
gathering momentum of world evangeliza-
tion by the year 2000.
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By the Lausanne Statis$

For almost 2 millennia, disciples o
sus Christ have attempted to follow hi
on his mission of redemption to the
whole world. They have sought to obey
his last command on Earth, known as
the Great Commission: “Go into all the
world and make disciples of all peo-
ples” (Matthew 28:19).

The series of 33 kaleidoscopic global
diagrams that will published in this and
upcoming issues of the Journal attempts
to portray the origin, history, evolution,
current status, and possible futures of
this Christian world mission. They do
this by bringing. together, for each of the
33 major related subjects or subdivi
sions, 3 elements: (a) any.and all glg
statistics relevant to the subject, 4 15,
all available figures at the al usive
world or worldwide leveld@R®scribing
the subject or in any deg trable way
relevant to understagd@ft the status of
the subject; (b) a géfammatic illustra-
tion of the subjgfisually via a globe or
other repregf@ftion of the totality of
the world ation and the world task;

N bal Human Need: Introducing a
Seilys of Global Diagrams Depicting
Aspects of World Evangeli-

Task Force

and (c) a short introductory text setting
the scene and interpreting the whole dj
am.
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cus of the es. The S@ams form
the ba Pund context to R cglobal
and, global AD 2000 plansg@d tc
thiRaleidoscopic global action 3
AP- see IJFM Vol 6:1-4). Each di%
gram portrays our world from a differ-
ent standpoint. Each diagram is packed
with relevant statistics—both already-
published global statistics and newly-
computed global statistics. All figures
have exact definitions, time reference
(“today” usually meaning mid-1990),
and geographical reference. Each statis-
tic or category occurs only once in the
series, in the most relevant diagram, ex-
cept for a small handful of the overall

gram

totals (e.g. ”1.8 billion ChristiggPnec-
essary to set the starting pojgbt sever-
al diagrams. Any subicd@¥r category
with its statistics can jg mediately lo-
cated from the abetized Quick-
Reference Glg Statistical Index
(Watch for j pcoming publication in
spring 194
Th diagrams are divided into 3
cajries—Past, Present, and Future.
Pse underline the 3 major ongoing
unctions or values of statistics: for un-
derstanding the past, for analyzing the
present, and for planning for the future.

GLOBAL HUMAN NEED

We have selected Global Diagram 6:
Today’s Global Human Need (see next
page) as it is the first in the series to de-
lineate the current situation (Diagrams
1-5 depict the past). This diagram illus-
trates the catastrophic situation of hu-
man need with statistics on basic hu-
man rights, sociopolitical rights,
undamental freedoms, disaster and de-
tification, every sort of human dis-
ed d illness and finance. All of
these e a significant role in the task
of world poelization. B

Task Force has 22
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Global Diagram 6. TODAY'S GLOBAL HUMAN NEED: POVERTY,
RIGHTS ABUSES, ILLNESS, DISEASE, ADDICTION.

Hu ged is covered here in 2 consecutive diagrams. Global Diagram 6
Re unfortunate victims involved (described by the detailed
Global Diagram 7 focuses on the organized struciures of
Retuate this tragedy.

Wes an overview of these 2 subjects. It is divided into
gopicis the world of the Poor (the so-called "lower
lices and into several population segments.
K the globe then detail today's global

e world of the Rich (the "middle

ices and into several population

segments. The figures shown attached to this upper half brie
so-called "structures of sin”, but this category is more fully d
detailed statistics, in Global Diagram 7.

All statistics refer primarily to the year 1980 (usually
monies are given in USA dollars. Note also that "p.a.”
"per year”, "a year", "each year", "every year". The:
alternately o provide variety. Note further that the g
throughout these diagrams may be given roundeg
figures (e.g. world population is 5.3 billion, or 5,3
fotals may not always add up to global totals o

rounding.
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THE MEGARICH: 0.05% of world

World's richest man: Sultan of Brunci (worth
24 billion, income $1.5 billion pa)

Military B
$80 billj

(400 billionaires, 50,000 multimillionaires, STRUCTURES
2,500,000 millionaires) $1 millicn OF SIN
Drug waffic tronic warfare
50 million megarich hangers-on $150 billion p.a. B5 billion p.a. Total costof all
organized
$10,000 4 “structures of sin’:
Third-World elites own $1 ’ Organized crime $5,200 billion p.a.
wrillien in Western banks Shoplifiin $600 billion p.a. (32% of GWP)
Op
$90 billion\
' 50 million Communist noenenklatura
THE RICH: 54 of wodd on ™
(the “middie and upper classes™)
Financial fraud Arms black-marketeers
$800 billion p.a. $5 billion p.a.
Global income or GWP, 85,000 2
: ‘ﬁ'g’“ ;ﬂ‘gzlgfmu): Globsl aversge $3120 wf
(83,120 per capita)
$1000 $10,600

Amual drain (debt servicing) of $60
billion p.a. on $1.2 trillion

THE POOR: 467 y:

of world (the “lower classes™)

1.3 billion urban poor

THE MEGAPOOR: 2% of world
(those barely existing, hanging on by
a thread, eaming and owning nothing)

(520 million in slums)
Figures on edge of the globe: $100
Left edge: Per capita income
(multiply by 3 far family income) 400 milli f
Right edge: Individual nett worth smaﬁ(:’n onverge o

ggpayable Third-World debt

80 mill

100 million with no /
shelter whatsoever

80 million beggars

Dead 1%: 35 million
poverty-induced deaths a year

100 million street chil ¥

gorted by garbage GLOBAL

HUMAN
NEED
Total income of
this 46% of world:
$800 billion p.a.
(5% of GWP)

HUMANS ON THE GLOBE OF MID-1990

5,292,180,000 population

91,201,500 population increase p.a. (1.72%
p.a.; 93% in developing countries)

Median age 24.2 years

141.6 million births a year {2.67% p.a.)

50.5 million deaths a year {0.96% p.a.)

Life expsctancy at birth 62.3 years

BASIC RIGHTS: FOOD, WATER,
SHELTER, CARE

1.8 billion undernourished

950 miliion hungry (inadequate food for
active working life)

550 million severely malnourished

500 million suffering from iron-deficiency
anaemia

400 million on verge of starvation

10 million babies born malnourished every

year

Infant montality (deaths under 1 year old) €8
‘per 1000 live births

Maternal mortality 500,000 F.a.

15 million annual hunger-related deaths of
under 5s

20 miltion starvation-related deaths p.a.

1.3 billion without safe water to drink

2.2 billion without adequate safe water

supply
3.0 biflion with unsafe water and bad
sanitation
25,000 a day killed by dirty water
1.1 billion without adequate shelte
100 milion with no shelter whatsg
50 million cave-dwellers
1.1 billion without money to b Od
1.3 billion with scarce firewq
60 million abandoned chilg
300 million homeless/targ
100 million megactty st
520 million slumdwefig
New slumdwellers |
80 milllon supporig
collsction/re
1.5 billion with g
2.4 billion pog
1,273 milfiop@in poor (1.1

World)
9562 millig olutely poor {in absolute
pova 8%)
Poorg of world gets 1.6% of GWP
Woq ge population: 60 million mors

g ted child labor: 50 million
illion beggars
million unemployed workers

End infants
children
Hidren

shanty-dwellars
I5e at 70 million p.a.
garbage

cess 1o medical care
of woridix .
illion in Third

600 million undererployed labor

1 billion urban part-time street vend

Physical quality of life index (glob;
average): 68%

50 countries with less calorie than
essential (2,600 per capitg 'day)

SOCIOPOLITICAL RIG!
10 million stateless (with
12 million deportees (g

ationality
s expelled) a
year
4 billion unprotectg human rights

abuses

Human rights: 4
14 million perg
25 million erg

lolated
Ptly unsettled refugees
tsfimmigrants p.a.

154 countrj Ot controlied by popular
votes
2.8 billigEenfranchised {no control by

of world

Vol
1,034 ion iiliterate/nonliterate adults

84 llion orate (nonreader) adults unable
read or write (25%)
iflion more illiterate adults p.a.
0 million with language handicaps
.7 billion without political freedom
1,307 mitlion In religious countries
1,679 million in secular countries
1,488 million under atheistic regimes
400 million under oppressive regirnes
70 million under racist regimes
25 billio’n women denied full rights and
ualit
1 billion victims of corruption
750 million uneducated (no past schooling)
1.5 billion scheol-age children (ages 5-19
1.0 billion with little or no access to'schools
{67% of those ¢ligible)
620 million school-agers not in schools

24 million chiidren reach school age p.a.
41% without access to electricity

43% without telephone access

87% without radio or TV

100 million prisoners in 12-month period
4 million political prisoners

1 million prisoners due to raligion
800,000 prisoners of consciencs

2.6 billion denied freedom of religion

4.2 billion denied tull political freedom and

civil rights

2 billion in countries frequently employing
torture

100,000 prisoners being tortured

130 mitiion citizens killed by own

360 million with no access to schools (24%)

overnments since 1900
1,692,400 political executions, 1948-1977
40,000 executed by governments each year
B2 million slaves (bought and sold, including
bonded labor, involuntary servitude)
million victims of crime p.a.
0O murders a year

FREEDOMS
pedom to travel in own

1 million more desertificy
10 million environmental 18
850 million at risk through @
1,500 major earthquakes, 199
1.8 million
80,000 earthquake victims (deat
350 ma;or floods, 1960-1981, kiflin}
10,000 Hood victims (deaths) a yea
210 ma&r cyclones, 1960-1981, killin§
536,000

250,000 snvironmental disaster victims pY

1 million poisoned by pesticides p.a.

625 million live in areas with unhealthy air

25,000 pofiution deaths a day

1 million killed in man-made disasters p.a.

Traffic deaths 3 persons per 100 million
vehicle miles

ILLNESS/DISEASE

42 million legally blind

28 million totally blind {nonsighted)

18 mi}iﬁon with river blindness (85 million at
risk)

320 million partially deaf (hearing-impaired)

130 miliion severely deaf

20 million totally deaf

10 miffion dumb (deal-mutes)

10 mi:}ion \INiYh dracufr}culiasi(?

13 million leprosy sufferers (lepers

60 mitlion :ogbeu):s )

400 million new malaria cases p.a.

2.8 billion live at risk of malaria

5 miflion malaria deaths p.a,

270 million with elephantiasis

200 million with schistosomiasis (600 million
at risk)

8 million with Parkinson's disease
10 million with tuberculosis (TB: 3 millio ths

p.a.

485 ml)llion iron-deficiency anaemic women

100 million with chermosensory (taste and smell)
disorders

50,000 organ transplants a year

3,000 heart transplants a year

60,000 awaiting organ donors

51 million psychotics

10 million schizophrenics

950 million psychoneurotics

300 miition arthritics

900 million experiencing chronic pain

1.8 billion disabled (handicapped)

340 million handicaﬁped children

85 million severely handicapped children

3 million dwarfs {little people}

2 billion sick/ill persons (30% children)

- 2.8 million children die p.a. from

vaccine-preventable diseases

6 infectious diseases kill 4 million unimmunized
children p.a.

4 billion persons not immunized

5 million diarrheal deaths of children under 5 p.a.

4 million children die of pneumonia p.a.

22 million prostitutes {9% male)

60 million AIDS carriers {annual growth rate
100%)

3 million AIDS cases

400,000 AIDS-related deaths a year

401,000 suicides a year

RO million tobacco smokers

illion tobacco-related deaths p.a.

pillion alcoholics

on drug addicts (illict drug users)

auses of 50,5 million deaths p.a.:

diseases 16.8 million

FINANCE

Money needed to provide thos
adequate food, water, educat)
billion p.a.

goverty with
goalth: $500
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